Remote Option Proves Popular For Training

Educators around the state
attended the Oregon DATA
Project’s Essential Skills training
in February—and they didn't
even have to leave their home
ESD to participate.

For the first time, the project
offered a “remote sites” option.
The Strand 4 training, “Essential
Skills in Reading: Impact on
Teaching and Learning” was
delivered on February 1-2 to
90 people onsite at Clackamas
ESD, with seven sites and about
40 people joining the training
remotely.

A third day of training for team

leaders on February 3 was
delivered to about 15 more
attendees. Facilitators  who

participated in Strand 4 training
last fall helped guide the activity
at the remote sites.

“Essential Skills in Reading:
Impact on Teaching and
Learning” provided district teams
with strategies for enhancing
or creating a K-12 framework
for literacy. The session looked
closely at assessment
considerations such as
universal screening and interim
assessments, as well as progress
monitoring and diagnostic ways
at looking at reading.

Participants were also offered
practical strategies on how to
help students read across content

areas. Breakout
sessions focused
on strategies for
K-3, 4-8 and 9-12
grade blocks,
and participants
created a plan of
action for their
districts before
leaving for home.

The training was
available via a
combination  of
teleconferencing
and WebEx, thanks
to the over-and-
above efforts of
Clackamas ESD’s
technology staff,
led by Stuart Long.

Despite a few
minor  technical
glitches, remote
participants were highly
complementary of the process.

“The availability of both V-Tel and
WebEx was awesome,” said one
participant.

“It's always nice to see people in
person but the cost for travel/
hotel and time are big factors
for doing the training this way,”
added another.

“Our teachers and administrators
genuinely seemed to appreciate
the fact that they did not have to
travel,” said a third.

Mickey Garrison offers one-on-one
via teleconferencing to a participant from the
Lakeview School District.

support

All sites reported costs savings,
ranging from several hundred
to several thousand dollars, and
many of the districts noted that
they could not have participated
any other way. ESDs hosting the
remotetrainingwere:High Desert,
Lake, Lane, Malheur, Southern

Oregon, Umatilla-Morrow, and
Wallowa.
The Oregon DATA Project’s

May training, “Essential Skills in
Writing: Impact on Teaching and
Learning” will also be offered to
remote sites from Clackamas ESD.
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